Puppet show for topic on family

Framework objectives:

8L4 – How to add interest to what they say by using extended sentences

8W2 – connectives to support sentence building and linking and how to use them

WHEN OPENING THE VIDEO OF THE PUPIL’S WORK – YOU WILL PROBABLY FIND IT EASIER TO RIGHT CLICK AND OPEN WITH MEDIA PLAYER.

I taught the topic of family to my top set year 8 but I found that they were not remembering all of the different sentences. I therefore decided to ask them to create a narrative / conversation (it was their choice) to introduce their family.

They had to say (for each member of their family):
· Their names

· Their ages

· What they looked like

· Where they lived

· What they liked / disliked

Their family could be real or fictional.

After 2 lessons of introducing the vocabulary and using it in sentences, I started to work on the puppet show.

1st lesson – pupils got into groups of 3/4 (I let them choose) and using the criteria above they started to write their conversations / narratives

2nd lesson – they had to make sure that they finished their conversations / narratives. I saw every group during the lesson to make sure that they were on task. I also asked pupils how many puppets they wanted for each family (I would restrict it to 3 or it costs a fortune in materials!)

Between lessons – I went and bought a number of wooden spoons, socks, paper etc and asked to use fabric etc from the technology dept. 

3rd and 4th lesson – pupils made their puppets. (I did not give them much help with this as they had their own ideas of how they wanted their puppets to look) The 4th lesson was also the lesson that they rehearsed their presentations.
5th lesson – pupils presented their work while I filmed it. (please see example – when you go to it – right click and open with windows media player)

pupils then gave feedback from each one – c’était chouette etc

I found that pupils really enjoyed this project. They enjoyed making the puppets and they enjoyed finding new language to make everyone laugh.

However, there are a number of things I would do differently.

1. When making puppets, I would get them to use French to ask for things (maybe have a slide on powerpoint to help them with vocabulary)

2. I would have a placemat so that for each presentation, pupils could feedback in French with reasons. E.g c’était chouette parce que……
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