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Following the government’s decision to give greater autonomy to schools in matters of professional development, you may be aware that the Department for Education has decided not to extend the contract awarded to the Links into Languages programme which will cease its activities on the 31st of March.  Links into Languages transfers its activities to a new national Network for Languages which builds on the legacy and achievements of Links into Languages. The Network for Languages is an established network of universities committed to excellence in language learning and teaching in all settings, sectors and phases.
Our aims are:
· To maintain and develop relevant and innovative continuous professional development for teachers

· To support language professionals within an ever-changing national and regional context 

· To disseminate good practice and research into language learning and teaching 

· To explore and facilitate opportunities for collaborative developments and networking opportunities 

· To inform policy 


The strength of the Network for Languages lies in its nationally linked and regionally based structure and its established network of schools, experienced providers and organisations. We seek to collaborate actively with national and regional programmes and associations including our respective Local Authorities, the Association for Language Learning and Routes into Languages as well as with other universities and agencies. 
We will be in touch again shortly with details of our new website.
Accessing the Network’s support

The Network for Languages will operate through a regionally based collaborative partnership, with support centres based in the same universities that supported Links into Languages. 
In the East Midlands, we aim to continue working closely with existing local centres and key partners and organisations across the region to provide professional development, training and support as well as access to networking opportunities and resources. 

Contact after the 1st of April
We will be in touch shortly to give you further details on the East Midlands centre which will continue to be based at the Nottingham Language Centre at Nottingham Trent University.  Activities over the summer term will include the East Midlands LinkedUp Dissemination Showcase Event as well as a variety of networking events. 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support and involvement with Links into Languages East Midlands over the last two years and to wish you all the very best for the future.
Clodagh Cooney

Regional Manager

Links into Languages East Midlands

Nottingham Trent University

clodagh.cooney@ntu.ac.uk

