
Present:  Kate Morris, George Cousin, Marie-Lise Pocceschi, Fabienne Preston, Helen Mugglestone, Lynsey O’Keefe, Clodagh Cooney, Sarah Brown
(SBR)
        

Apologies:  Sonya Grant, Matt Purslow, Debs Fisher, Mejda Bouchriha, Lesley Sunderland, Jane Facer
	Starter: Note down 
a) the key priority for you and your department this year 
b) what do you envisage your key priority/need/area for development to be next year.
	The key priority identified by everyone for this year was KS4 - the successful implementation of the new GCSE and getting to grips with the new controlled speaking and writing assessments.
Some of the key priorities for next year were identified as :

-ensuring that next year’s Year 11 achieve well in the new GCSE and that results don’t dip.
-focus on KS3 Schemes of Work in light of changes to the Renewed MFL Framework and new GCSE.

-1 school is looking to develop Spanish and to introduce an immersion French group.

	Links into Languages (Clodagh Cooney)
	Clodagh (Regional Manager of Links into Languages) talked to us about the work that Links into Languages do and the support they hope to offer. More information can be found on the Leicester city Languages blog and the associated link.  Having noted our key priorities for this and next year , Clodagh suggested that as a group, we might like to put in a bid to the “Linked up Award Scheme” to see if we could get funding to allow us to work collaboratively on resources and strategies etc for the new GCSE. (SBR and Kate –to investigate).
Clodagh also suggested that as a group we could 


	Primary updates
	Our Primary Languages Consultant, Liz White has started her maternity leave. SBR met with her at beginning of Feb to get an overview and reported back to the meeting.
1) Provision – out of 77 primary schools in the LA most are now delivering some sort of

language provision. There are a very small number of schools who still haven’t engaged and some have only just started in January 2010.
The main language being taught is French and most schools are following the Catherine Cheater SOW.

There are about 3 schools who are doing Spanish and 1 school who gave parents the choice of French, Gujarati or Somali. When French is being delivered during curriculum time, the Gujarati and Somali teachers withdraw their pupils to teach them.

2) Team Teach Project – (2nd year)

5 secondary school and 6 primaries. This has included a full day’s central training looking at the KS2 and 3 frameworks, observations in each other’s schools, team planning and teaching.

3) Transition Project on Intercultural Understanding
Set up with Judgemeadow and a small number of feeder schools. The aim is to create a bridging unit and successful model that can be rolled out next year across the LA. 



	ALL support workshop
	Sarah Brooks, (ALL Regional Trainer) will be delivering an ALL workshop on Intercultural Understanding and Awareness, 11th March at Judgemeadow 3.45-4.45pm.  We have arranged this as a twilight session to enable people to attend more easily. SBR mentioned that ALL support for the new curriculum will be ending at the end of March and that it is important to make the most of the guidance given.


	Leicester City Languages Blog
	SBR mentioned the blog as a way of sharing ideas and information.  Further ideas for its use were briefly discussed.

	Feedback  from the Controlled Speaking Assessment
	There was a very useful discussion where we shared our experiences so far of the new controlled speaking assessment. Helen and Lynsey had brought a CD Rom of some of candidates for us to moderate but unfortunately we didn’t have time.  It would be very useful to do this at a future meeting.

	The Controlled Writing Assessment
	We looked at a few samples that some students had produced in their first controlled writing assessment and there ensued some very interesting and useful discussion whilst moderating these pieces as a group.

	Date of Summer Term Meeting
	The agreed date of the next meeting is:

Tuesday 15th June, 2-4pm, Judgemeadow.

The focus: KS3
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