Creating stories with Madame Bonheur and the future tense

Year 9

Framework objectives:

9T5 – to begin to write creatively in the target language

9W5 – to secure regular present tense verb patterns, main past and future tenses of high-frequency verbs.

I have a particular difficult bottom set year 9 and I was struggling to get them enthusiastic about the language. Therefore, I decided to use an idea from a colleague about using the ‘Mr Men’ in French to write a story.

The 2 previous lessons I had been introducing and encouraging them to use the future tense. 

3rd lesson – I introduced my story about Madame Bonheur and her preparations for her birthday party.

When going through each slide, pupils had to pick out the future tense sentence and explain why it was future tense.

At the end of this – we chose another ‘Mr Men’ character and created a mind map as a group of what we could include.

I gave them a quick guide on how to use the dictionary as they have used it before.

Pupils then picked their own character and created a mini story. No fewer than 6 sentences and no more than 10. The idea being that each sentence would be on a page in a booklet with a drawing to illustrate the meaning.

4th lesson - pupils finished their draft copy. I then gave them 2 pieces of coloured paper folded over and pupils started to create their stories in neat.

I found that pupils were engaged when they were creating their stories in neat. However, a few of them really struggled to create the future tenses and some of them wanted to write in the past tense. If I did it again, I would have a help sheet to go with it, which has some future tense help.
	SUBJECT
	RIGHT PART OF ALLER
	INFINITIVE

	JE 
	VAIS
	JOUER


